
Discovered in 1798

Named after beryllos,

the Greek name for

the mineral beryl from

which it was

discovered
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Discovered by

Glenn Seaborg and

colleagues

Discovered in 1944

Americium is

named for America

where it was first

made

Americium is a source of gamma-rays and alpha

particles- used in a variety of medical and industrial

uses  including radiography and spectroscopy.

Americium

Commonly used in

smoke alarms

95


